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acquired characters by them are also discussed in detail with ref- 
erence to recent observations. 

— We learn from Nature that Mr. R. H. Scott has contributed 
an article entitled " Notes on the Climate of the British Isles ? ' ; to 
Longman's Magazine. The author gives some amusing instances 
of the distortion of facts at seaside stations, where the observers 
are anxious to prove the advantages of their own towns over 
those of their rivals. Taking the whole year round, the warmest 
spot is the Scilly. Isles, which are a degree warmer than either 
the west of Cornwall or the Channel Islands; while the coldest 
region on the coast is the extreme north-east of Aberdeenshire. 
In winter very little difference of temperature is met with all 
along the east coast ; but the coldest part of England lies round 
the Wash. With regard to the variability of temperature, or the 
difference of the mean temperature of an entire day, the equability 
of the temperature of these islands is very great. The only lo- 
cality for which a more uniform temperature has yet been pub- 
lished is Georgetown, Demerara; the figure for this place is 1.1°, 
while for London is 2.7°. All the great changes of temperature 
occur in winter, and accompany sudden thaws, As regards 
bright sunshine, the Channel Islands are by far the most favored. 
On the mean of the whole year Jersey secures 39 per cent; but 
from the Bristol Channel to the coast of Norfolk there is but little 
difference in the amounts recorded. In cities like London the 
deficiency is due to smoke. The statistics relating to fog are not 



yet completely discussed, but so far as they go they show that in 
winter the foggiest district is the east coast of England. Next 
come London and Oxford, which are about equal. With regard 
to rainfall the east coast stations receive on an average of the 
whole year about half as much as those on the west coast, the 
amount being about 25 inches on the east coast, 30 to 40 inches 
between Sussex and Devonshire, and fifty inches to the south of 
Cornwall. In the west of Ireland the amount rises to 70 or 80 
inches, owing to high land near the coast. The driest hour 
almost everywhere is noon. 

— No document can give a better account of an Indian's acts or 
mode of thinking than a document composed by himself and put 
down correctly in his own words and language. In describing 
Indian feats of war, council debates, or stories, the author of the 
white race feels perfectly dwarfed when he compares his account 
to the phraseology of the Indian, who, with a few powerful strokes 
of the tongue, tells us much more accurately and forcibly what 
he intends to convey to our minds about his people. The numer- 
ous myths, stories, and historic recitals published in James A. 
Dorsey's new volume ( %< The Dhegiha Language," 18 and 794 pp., 
Washington, 1890, quarto) will fully bear out this statement. The 
author has made accessible to us the Omaha and Ponka language, 
not only by publishing the Indian texts as dictated to him by the 
natives and adding to them a readable English translation, but 
he has also subjoined an interlinear translation for each Indian 
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finely-mounted specimens of North American birds, 
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For Sale or Exchange for books a complete private 
chemical laboratory outfit. Includes large Becker bal- 
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agate motors, glass-blowing apparatus, etc. For sale in 
part or whole. Also complete file of Silliman 'j Journal, 
1862-1885 (62-71 bound); Smithsonian Reports, 1854-1883; 
U. S. Coast Survey, 1854-1869. Full particulars to en- 
quirers. F. GARDINER, JR., Pomfret, Conn. 
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2 vols.; Minot's " Land and Game Birds of New Eng- 
land;'" Samuels' u Our Northern and Eastern Birds;" all 
the Reports on the Birds of the Pacific R. R. Survey, 
bound in 2 vols., morocco; and a complete set of the 
Reports of the Arkansas Geological Survey. Please give 
editions and dates in corresponding. R. ELLSWORTH 
CALL, High School, Des Moines, Iowa. 
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condition. C. S. Brown, Jr., Vanderbilt University, 
Nashville, Tenn. 



Wants. 



A ny person seeking a position for which he is quali' 
fiedby his scientific attainment s, or any person seeking 
some one to fill a position of this character, be it that 
of a teacher of science, chemist, draughtsman, or what 
not. may have the * Want ' inserted under this head 
free of cost, if he satisfies the publisher of the suit- 
able character of his application. A ny person seeking 
information on any scientific question, the address of 
auy scientific man, or ivho can in any way use this 
column for a purpose consonant zuith the nature of 
the paper, is cordial y invited to do so. 

WANTED.— We want any and ell of the following, 
providing we can trade other hooks and maga- 
zines or buy them cheap for cash: Academy, Lon- 
don, vol. 1 to 28, 35, Jan. and Feb., '89; Age of Steel, 
vol. 1 to 66; American Antiquarian, vol. 1, 2; Ameri- 
can Architect, vol. 1 to 6, 9; American Art Review, 
vol. 3; American Field, vol. 1 to 21; American Geol- 
ogist, vol. 1 to 6; American Machinist, vol. 1 to 4; 
Art Amateur, vol. 1 to 7, Oct., '4; Art Interchange, 
vol. 1 to 9; Art Union, vol. 1 to 4, Jan., '44, July, '45; 
Bibliotheca Sacra, vol. 1 to 46; Godey's Lady's Book, 
vol. 1 to 20; New Englander, vol. 11; "Zoologist, Series 
1 and 1, Series 3 vol. 1 to 14; Allen Armendale (a 
novel). Raymer 1 s"01d Book " Store, 243 4th Ave. 
S., Minneapolis, Minn. 



WANTED. — By a young man, a Swarthmore Col- 
lege junior, a position as principal of a public 
high school in one of the Gulf States, or as instructor 
in botany, physiology, and geology in an academy 
or normal school. Address B., care of Librarian, 
Swarthmore College, Penn. 

WANTED.— A teacher of Geology who is familiar 
with the fossils of the Hamilton Group, as 
instructor of Geology during July next at the Natu- 
ral Science Camp on Canandaigua lake. Apply to 
ALBERT L. AREY, Director, 229 Averill Ave., 
Rochester, N. Y. 



WANTED.— To act as correspondent for one or 
two daily or weekly papers. Have worked on 
paper for about two years Would like a position on 
editorial staff of humorous paper. Address GEO. 
C. MASON, 14 Elm St., Hartford, Conn. 



TRANSLATOR wanted to read German architec- 
tural works at sight (no writing). One familiar 
with technical terms desired. Address "A., 11 Box 
149, New York Post Office. 

WANTED.— A position in a manufacturing estab- 
lishment by a manufacturing Chemist of in- 
ventive ability. Address M. W. B , care of Science, 
874 Broadway, N. Y. 



WANTED.— Books on Anatomy and Hypnotism. 
Will pay cash or give similar books in ex- 
change. Also want medical battery and photo out- 
fit. DR. ANDERSON, 182 State street, Chicago, 111. 



WANTED. — A college graduate with some normal 
training, to teach the sciences, at $1,800 per 
year, in a Southern college. A Baptist or a Method- 
ist preferred. Must also be a first-class Latin 
scholar. A. H. Beals, Box K, Milledgeville, Ga. 



\ DDRESS WANTED.— Will some one please send 
r\ the address of the Secretary of the American 

Philological Society. Also that of Herbert Spencer. 

"ADDISON," Room 84, 164 Madison St., Chicago, 111. 



June 24, 1892.] 



SCIENCE. 



363 



word, as it occurs in the sentence. This enables us to study that 
dialect with comparative ease, and opens to us the innermost 
soul-life, the very fabric of Indian thought, by the disclosure of 
*he grammatic elements. To these Indians, the categories of num- 
ber and tense are not very material, and that of sex is never 
marked as such ; but it is quite important to them whether the 
object spoken of or the acting subject is visible or invisible, close 
hy, further off, or at a great distance,. It matters little to these 
Indians of what special appearance the subject or object is, but 
tbey have to express with accuiacy, whether it was standing or 
sitting, reclining or stretched out, acting' on purpose or without 
purpose, and whether those acting were acting singly, in a small 
body, or in a crowd. Whether a story-teller is relating a fact 
from his own knowledge or from hearsay, has to be distinctly 
stated in every one of his sentences, and from the term here used 
it also becomes apparent whether he has heard the statement from 
one person or from several authorities. Although Dorsey's con- 
tributors have related to him many tribal events which we would 
call traditional history, we feel in reading them that they are based 



on Historical facts and truly Indian sociological conditions, and, as 
such, are just as valuable to us as many facts recorded by official 
historiographers of the white race. What we need for their under- 
st-in.ding is a profound and not a desultory study of these and other 
India?! pieces of oral literature. Students to whom the volume has 
nut been sent should apply for it to the member of their congres- 
sional constituency. 

— The following are from the table of contents of the July 
number of The Okautauquan : Overland by the Southern Pacific, 
by Fannie 0. W. Barbour; Hay Fever as an Idiosyncrasy, by J. M. 
Cooper, M.D. ; In tin? Snake River Valley, Part II., by John R. 
Spears ; Historic Quebec, by Edith Sessions Tupper ; Summer Vaca- 
tions and Physical Culture, by J. M. Buckley; The Beginning 
and Endings of Centuries, by Couat Charles de Mouy; Some 
American Chemists, by Marcus Benjamin ; The Great Exposition 
at Chicago, by Noble Canby ; Why American Children are Ner- 
vous, by Mrs. L. E Chittenden; Marriage in Nanking, by Harriet 
Linn Beebe. 
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QUERY. 

Can any reader of Science cite 
a case of lightning stroke in 
which the dissipation of a small 
conductor (one-sixteenth of an 
inch in diameter, say,) has failed 
to protect between two horizon- 
tal planes passing through its 
upper and lower ends respective- 
ly? Plenty of cases have been 
found which show that when the 
conductor is dissipated the build- 
ing is not injured to the extent 
explained (for many of these see 
volumes of Philosophical Trans- 
actions at the time when light- 
ning was attracting the attention 
of the Royal Society), but not 
an exception is yet known, al- 
though this query has been pub- 
lished far and wide among elec- 
tricians. 

First inserted June 19. No response 
date. 

N. D. C. HODGES, 

874 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 
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long before Science at its present size will be too 
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under consideration therefore an enlargement of 
the paper by one-half, but must first learn the tem- 
per of our constituency as to an advance in price to 
$5.00, which was the subscription price from the 
start for four years, up to June 30, 1887. Further, to 
carry out the proposed enlargement, we shall need 
five hundred additional subscribers. If you are not 
already a subscriber, are you willing to aid in mak- 
ing Science more worthy of American scientific work 
by becoming one? 

It goes without saying, that the demand for scien- 
tific literature is limited, when compared with that 
for literature which is more to the public taste, so 
that the receipts of most of the Scientific Journals, 
in this country, do not pay quite for their printing 
and paper, to say nothing of the other items Of ex- 
pense. We say this merely to emphasize the fact, 
that generous and prompt support must be ac- 
corded this u.ove if it is to succeed. 
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